Cc:  Gray,  David[gray. david@epa.gov] 

Bcc:  stgarrison@daily-times.com[stgarrison@daily-times.com]; 

kevin.murphy@thomsonreuters.com[kevin.  murphy@thomsonreuters.com]; 
Ciayton.Sandeil@abc.com[Ciayton. Sandeil@abc.com];  tragerr@rsc.org[tragerr@rsc.org]; 

Elizabeth.  Cohen@turner.com[Elizabeth.  Cohen@turner.com]; 

smchaney@newshour.org[smchaney@newshour.org];  mshebala@gmail.com[mshebala@gmaii.com]; 
danieibioom@cqrollcail.com[danielbloom@cqrollcali.com]; 

Anar.  Virji@aljazeera.net[Anar.  Virji@aljazeera.net];  jrlogan@taosnews.  comOrlogan@taosnews.com]; 
Jared. L.Wiener@abc.com[Jared. L.Wiener@abc.com];  avobmanets@rttv.ru[avobmanets@rttv.ru]; 
cschwanitz@hearst.com[cschwanitz@hearst.com];  vivian. kim@nbcuni.com[vivian. kim@nbcuni.com]; 
steve. gorman@thomsonreuters.com[steve. gorman@thomsonreuters.com]; 

tmcghee@denverpost. comjtmcghee@denverpost.com];  mspringer@hearst.com[mspringer@hearst.com]; 
WiiliamsW@cbsnews.com[WilliamsW@cbsnews.com]; 
LindhorstK@cbsnews.com[LindhorstK@cbsnews.com]; 
kevin.murphy@thomsonreuters.com[kevin. murphy@thomsonreuters.com]; 
aiex.dobuzinskis@thomsonreuters.com[alex. dobuzinskis@thomsonreuters.com]; 
gabriei.sanchez@nbcuni.com[gabriel. sanchez@nbcuni.com]; 
mhowerton@hearst.com[mhowerton@hearst.com]; 
n.savitakhunov@sputniknews.com[n. savitakhunov@sputniknews.com]; 

sglinton@npr.org[sglinton@npr.org];  ewasserman2@bloomberg.net[ewasserman2@bloomberg.net]; 
lanastraub@gmail. comjlanastraub@gmail.com];  mmorrissette@hearst.com[mmorrissette@hearst.com]; 
jmoneill@hearst.comOmoneill@hearst.com];  lmorales@rioradio.org[lmorales@rioradio.org]; 
shiho@ntvic.com[shiho@ntvic.com];  olivier@abqjournal.com[olivier@abqjournai.com]; 
ZuletaM@cbsnews.com[ZuletaM@cbsnews.com];  sgriswold@kob. comjsgriswold@kob.com]; 
jlgolson@g  mail. com[jlgolson@g  mail. com]; 

Brandon. Loomis@arizonarepublic.com[Brandon. Loomis@arizonarepublic.com]; 
jchandler@kob. comjjchandler@kob.com] 

From:  Assunto,  Carmen 

Sent:  Thur  8/13/2015  9:05:18  PM 

Subject:  US  EPA  Administrator-Statement,  Audio,  Photos 


Today,  EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  began  her  day  with  a meeting 
with  Navajo  Nation  President  Begaye  and  his  leadership  team.  This 
included  a tour  through  the  Navajo  Nation  and  survey  of  the  San  Juan 
River. 


McCarthy  also  visited  the  Farmington,  NM,  Incident  Command  Post  and 
hosted  a press  availability.  She  is  meeting  with  mayors,  officials  from  the 
San  Juan  Water  Commission,  and  visiting  the  Aztec  Emergency  Response 
Center. 


Audio:  Audio  from  EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy’s  remarks  and  press 
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conference  at  the  Animas  River  Hike  and  Bike  Trail  in  Farmington,  NM  on 
response  efforts  relating  to  the  release  of  waste  water  from  Gold  King 
Mine. 


Photos  & Tweets: 

https://twitter.com/EPA/status/631917284173475840  and 
https://twitter.com/EPA/status/63191762248599552Q 


At  11:20  AM  MT,  Administrator  held  a press  briefing  at  the  Animas 
River  Hike  and  Bike  Trail  in  Farmington,  NM.  The  following  remarks 
can  be  attributed  to  EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy: 


The  agency  and  community  are  making  significant  steps  forward  in  the 
Farmington,  NM  area.  A significant  positive  step  was  announced  yesterday 
that  showed  that  water  quality  for  the  Animas  River  from  the  Silverton, 

Colo,  area  to  the  Durango  municipal  water  intake  has  returned  to  pre-event 
water  quality  levels.  These  results  are  based  on  validated  sampling  data 
collected  from  Aug.  5 to  Aug.  9,  2015. 


We  are  committed  to  helping  the  people  throughout  the  Four  Corner 
Regions  who  rely  on  these  rivers  for  their  drinking  water,  irrigation  water 
and  recreation.  We  know  how  important  it  is  to  them.  We  have  stood  up  a 
Unified  Command  Center  in  Farmington  and  Durango,  as  well  as  the 
Emergency  Operations  Center  at  EPA  headquarters  in  DC  to  ensure  a 
seamless  coordinated  response  in  collaboration  with  local,  state  and 
federal  officials. 


In  New  Mexico  - we  will  have  new  data  soon  and  we  will  put  it  in  context 
for  local  decision  makers,  so  they  can  make  the  most  informed  decisions 
regarding  the  on-going  use  of  water  resources. 
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Regarding  irrigation,  EPA  issued  a $500,000  work  assignment  on  Monday 
for  the  delivery  of  water  for  irrigation  and  livestock  in  New  Mexico.  This 
service  was  previously  being  provided  by  San  Juan  County,  NM  and  we 
are  making  deliveries.  We  understand  the  importance  of  the  irrigation 
systems  and  are  providing  data  to  local  jurisdictions  to  make  informed 
decisions. 


EPA  is  here  to  take  responsibility,  we  are  seeing  the  river  restoring  itself 
and  we  are  working  through  issues  to  ensure  that  it  is  cleaned  up.  We  are 
in  this  for  the  long  haul. 


For  additional  information  on  the  response  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  release 

www.epa.qov/qoidkinqmine 


### 
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